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Abstract 

The 21st-century economy needs creative, imaginative, and enterprising architects as graduate 
unemployment rises progressively. The primary goal of integrating entrepreneurial education into 
Nigerian higher education institutions is to produce graduates who create jobs rather than seek them 
out; nevertheless, it is uncertain if this initiative has achieved its intended purpose in all fields of study 
at some universities. In this context, this study used the theory of planned behaviour and 
entrepreneurial orientation perspective of the service-based ideology to evaluate how architecture 
students' cognitive attributes (attitude, perceived behaviour control and subjective norms) and 
entrepreneurial event parameters (attitudes towards commercial awareness, perceived value creation, 
and societal factors) influenced their intention to pursue self-employment upon graduation following 
their participation in a course on entrepreneurship. Using information gathered from 239 architecture 
students at Ahmadu Bello University in the Department of Architecture, six hypotheses were 
formulated and tested with the data collected from the students. The research's findings showed that 
while subjective norms and societal factors have no apparent effect, attitude, perceived behaviour 
control, attitudes towards enterprise awareness and perceived value creation were strong predictors 
of architecture students' intention toward self-employment. Additionally, attitudes toward enterprise 
awareness are more positively significant and have a greater influence. The research's conclusions 
might have a footprint on educational policy, stakeholders in the architectural education field, and, 
notably, the transformation of generalist entrepreneurial education into a professional-based 
(specialist) education for enterprises. 
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Figure 1: Location map and picture of the Department of Architecture, Ahmadu Bello 
University, Zaria 

Source: Fieldwork (2023) 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Concept of Entrepreneurship, entrepreneur and self-employment 
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Theoretical framework and hypotheses development 

Connectivity of TPB and EO models in Entrepreneurial Self-employment Intentions 
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Figure 2: Theory of planned behaviour model 

Source: Ajez, (2020) 

Figure 3: Entrepreneurial event model 

Source: Soomro et al., (2020) 

Behaviour 
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Figure 4: Proposed integrated model 

Source: Adapted from Fayolle, (2005) 
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Figure 5: Research assessment framework 

METHODOLOGY 

Research design, instrument, sampling and data collection 
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FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Table 1: Respondents' demographic characteristics

Frequency Percentage 

Source: Fieldwork (2023) 
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Analysis of measurement model 

Figure 6 Final structural measurement model 
Source: Fieldwork (2023) 
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Reliability and validity of a measurement model 

Table 2: The summary of the CFA results

Constructs Items Factor loading Cronbach 
alpha (Ó 0.7) 

CR (Ó 0.7) AVE (Ó 0.5) 
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Source: Fieldwork (2023) 

Assessment of the structural model and hypotheses testing 

Table 3: Summary of hypothesis testing results in the research structural model 

Hypothesis Constructs 
and path 

Standardized 
estimates 

Unstandardized 
estimates 

S.E. C.R. P-value Results 

Source: Fieldwork (2023) 

Figure 7 Final structural measurement model with estimated regression weights
Source: Fieldwork (2023) 
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Discussion 
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CONCLUSION 



coou African Journal of Environmental Research 
Vol 5, No. 1, 2024. pp 1-22 

A FES-coou publication  ISSN 2714-4461                            http://ajer.coou.edu.ng/index.php/journal  



coou African Journal of Environmental Research 
Vol 5, No. 1, 2024. pp 1-22 

A FES-coou publication  ISSN 2714-4461                            http://ajer.coou.edu.ng/index.php/journal  

REFERENCES 

Journal of Sustainable Cities and Built Environment 1(2

Tanzanian
Economic Review, 11(1)

Preparing Nigerian Youth for Self-Employment

Human Behaviours 
and Emerging Technologies, 2(4

International Entrepreneurship and Management Journal
SEM made simple: A gentle approach to learning Structural Equation Modelling

Journal of Architecture and Built Environment

Small Business Economics

International Journal of Entrepreneurship and Small Business

Technology 
in Society

Entrepreneurship Creativity: An Implication for 
Architectsô Competitiveness and Sustainability

International Business 
Management

Mediterranean Journal of Social Sciences

Journal for 
Research in Engineering Application & Management

International 
Journal of Business and Globalisation

International Journal of Architectural Research

Academia

Vocational and Technical Education Journal
Application of 

structural equation modelling to assess the effect of entrepreneurial characteristics on studentsô 
entrepreneurial intentions



coou African Journal of Environmental Research 
Vol 5, No. 1, 2024. pp 1-22 

A FES-coou publication  ISSN 2714-4461                            http://ajer.coou.edu.ng/index.php/journal  

Business Review

South Asian 
Resource Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences, 1(1)

International Journal of 
Technology and Design Education

International Journal 
of Education and Research 3(11)

Development and validation of an Entrepreneurial Intention Questionnaire (EIQ)

Technological Forecasting and Social Change
The need for the inclusion of 

entrepreneurship in our Nigerian architectural education

Library Philosophy & Practice

Journal of Engineering, Design and Technology

European Business & Management, 6(6)

International Journal of Innovative Development and Policy Studies, 9(4

Education+ 
Training

Journal of Entrepreneurship Education

Theoretical Economics Letters

Journal of Small Business 
Management

Academia Revista Latinoamericana de Administraci·n

World Journal of Entrepreneurship, Management and Sustainable 
Development

International journal of information management



coou African Journal of Environmental Research 
Vol 5, No. 1, 2024. pp 1-22 

A FES-coou publication  ISSN 2714-4461                            http://ajer.coou.edu.ng/index.php/journal  

Journal of Business Venturing Insights

International Journal of Retail & Distribution Management

. International Journal of 
Entrepreneurial Knowledge

Procedia-Social and 
Behavioural Sciences

Athens Journal on 
Architecture


